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demned to imprisonment: 'an unnumbered host was shut up in
every place and on every hand prisons built long ago for murderers
and violators of tombs were now filled with bishops and elders and
deacons, with readers and exorcists, so that no longer was any
space left in them for condemned criminals1.' In the days of
Elizabeth the Catholics similarly filled the prisons of England.
* The prisons are so full of Catholics (1583) that there is no room
for thieves2/ Just as the government of Elizabeth was troubled
by the problem of the cost of maintaining so many prisoners3, so
must have been the Roman State. In the summer of A.D. 303
Diocletian left for the West to celebrate his Vicennalia in Rome.
On this festival the customary amnesty was granted to criminals:
these were released, but the administration was still faced with
the question of the incarcerated Christian clergy. By a third edict
it was ordered that they were to be constrained to sacrifice and
might then be set at liberty. Every effort was made to enforce the
order: * For in one case a man's hands would be held and he would
be dragged to the altar; the foul and unholy sacrifice would be
thrust into his right hand and then he would be released as though
he had sacrificed. Another might never even have touched the
sacrifice, but when others declared that he had sacrificed, he would
go away in silence. Yet another was lifted up half dead and was
thrown down as though he were already a corpse; they freed him
from his fetters and counted him amongst those who had sacrificed.
While another was shouting and protesting that he would not yield,
he was struck on the mouth and silenced by a number of atten-
dants appointed for the purpose; finally he was violently thrust
out of the prison, even though he had not sacrificed. So anxious
were they by any and every means to seem to have gained their
end4/ Thus at length the prisons were emptied5. At Caesarea
three members of the lower ranks of the clergy suffered death for
Use majeste^ and on the same charge one at Antioch was martyred
while Galerius was present in the city.
During his visit to the West Diocletian fell dangerously ill,
and on his return to Nicomedia it appears that for a time he was
a mental wreck: it was reported that he was dead. On his recovery
he was so altered that men did not recognize him. During the
incapacity of the Augustus, Galerius seized his opportunity: he
1 Eusdbius, Hist. EccL vm, 6, 9.        2 Meyer, op. tit. p. 166.
3 Ib. pp. 166-8.                                 4 Eusebius, de mart. PaL i} 4.
5 Not all students of Eusebms would agree with this interpretation. To
the present writer it would seem difficult to explain the texts otherwise than
in the way here adopted.